
[image: ::Spring Assets:SpringMailerTop.png][image: FLASH 5-07:Transparent.png]
[image: ::Spring Assets:SpringCoverTop.png][image: FLASH 5-07:Transparent.png]
 (
APRIL/May   2014
) (
Epworth Messenger
)
 (
April 4-5
:
 CEOS Quilt Show
April 13
:  Palm Sunday Dinner
April 17:  
Maundy Thursday
 
                  
Service  @
 7pm
April 18:  
All Day 
Prayer vigil
                  
in
 sanctuary
April 27
:
  Praise Service @ 
                  Calvary UMC  
        
featuring
 :Forever Blessed
) (
Save the Date!
) (
Stewards for April/May
Kwire
 
Korner
Birthday Calendars
UMW News
Memorial Report
VBS
Circle News
) (
                           
WE CAN’T HEAR!!!
Perhaps that is what some of you said on Sunday morning, 3/16/14, at the very start of our service.  As announcements were being made and we wondered if we had lost our hearing, we soon realized that our sound system 
wasn’t even on
 and 
no one
 was in our sound booth.  Soon, our former sound operator, Benny Hunt, realized the same thing and hurried back into a position he thought he had left behind.
We, at Epworth have a need.  It’s a great need.  It’s an important need.  Did you know that our hearing-impaired folk depend on our sound system in order to hear our service?   We need sound booth operators. We need folks who will step up and say, “I’m no expert, but I’ll give it a go and do what I can to help out.”  This is not a full-time commitment and it has no age or gender qualifications.  Anyone can do it.  Did you realize that there is a very easy, simple instruction manual in the booth giving very simple steps to run our system?  Women, men, teens, or young adults can handle this.
How do other churches deal with this very same problem?  They 
rotate
 on a schedule so that no one individual is tied down to a week after week commitment.  Want to help, but on a part-time basis?  If so, then this service to our congregation might just be what you can do!  Will you be a part, just a part, of the solution to our dilemma?  Pastor Terry would love to hear from you!
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Dear Epworth church family,
    I woke this morning to light snow falling, coating the yellow daffodils at the parsonage.  This is the season when all the images and metaphors of scripture seem to come alive for me: contrasts between light and darkness, fire and ice, hope and despair, life and death.  This week’s lectionary text is the bringing of sight to a blind man, and the first week of April we will read and study the raising of Lazarus.  Both these gospel lessons remind us that light and life are often paired with blindness or death, that both are part of the human condition.  Palm/Passion Sunday shows us the contrast between cheering crowds who hail Jesus as the King of Kings, and mobs who called for his crucifixion only hours later.  And then there’s Holy Week, when we remember the story of Jesus’ last supper with the disciples.  We will do this during a Maundy Thursday service, which will include a time of prayer and the option to receive anointing with oil, and will conclude with communion.  Oil has been used for centuries as a reminder of the penetrating power of the Holy Spirit, and the Book of Worship for our church includes a blessing and prayer time surrounding this ritual; it is not something we have done often here, but the service is beautiful and I hope you will come, to watch and pray as we remember Jesus’ words and actions during the Last Supper. 
    On Good Friday, the church will be open for a prayer vigil.  Sign-up sheets are available at the church; if you can’t come to the sanctuary, you may still sign up for a time and pray where you are.  Just call or email the church office to let us know when you will be praying that day.  As with last year’s vigil, copies of traditional prayers for the day will be available if you would like to use them.
    Easter Sunday is late this year, April 20th, but our celebration of Christ’s resurrection will be worth the wait!  Sights, sounds, flowers, bells, beautiful children, new steps in faith as some of our youth are confirmed, and the re-telling of our most powerful story, the Empty Tomb that marks the beginning of a new world!  It will be wonderful, and I hope to see all of you here.  We will gather in the fellowship center at eleven am.  Come prepared to worship.
    On the last Saturday in March, at about the time you are receiving this newsletter, we will be gathering at Parchment Valley Conference Center for a day of prayer, reflection, and conversation as we continue to improve our church Ministry Action Plan.  This will be our third spring planning retreat, which is open to any of our church family.  Even if you haven’t signed up and/or can’t attend, I hope you will be open to participating in new ministries and supporting our ongoing ones, as we move ahead into summer.  Your ideas, hopes, and dreams are an important part of Epworth.  God put you here for a reason, and I am glad that we share this church family together.  Please let yourself be part of the larger conversation about what God is calling us to do in this time and in this place.
    You are beloved children of God, who “sent His Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.” (John 3:17).  During this season of light and life and hope, may you grow and prosper, and walk always in the ways of faith.
    Love,
    
    
Terry
 
) (
Message from Rev. Deane
.  
)
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Dinner
 will be April 13
th
 @ 6pm in the FC.  Rose Circle will have a program immediately following the meal.  Please bring a covered dish, the church will provide the meat and rolls.
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APRIL PRAISE SERVICE
Calvary UMC
April 20@ 7pm
The Praise Service will feature 
Forever Blessed
from
 Pt Pleasant
)[image: ][image: ] (
MANY THANKS TO BENNY
Did you know that our sound operator for many, many years has retired?  Yes, that’s right.  Benny Hunt, who has “manned the booth” at the top of the balcony for what seems like forever, has decided that he’s ready to retire from that position and hear the sermons now from a different vantage point in the congregation.  When asked how long he had actually run the sound system, Benny replied, “Oh, 20 or 30 years, I guess.  I don’t really even know!”  
Yes, we’ve been able to count on Benny Hunt through rain, sleet, snow, or whatever for what seems like a lifetime and we wanted to let him know how much we really appreciated his dedication, faithfulness, and generosity with his time and talents.  
So, in a collective word of appreciation from all of us at Epworth, we say…”Thanks so much, Benny, for everything you have done to make sure that we all could hear what was happening in our sanctuary!”  Whenever you see Benny, be sure to let him know how much he is appreciated by you for his years of service.
) (
With the help of the church congregation, the King's Kids have donated 
thirty-seven
 16 oz. jars of peanut butter and $3
75
 to the Snak Pack Program to date. This mission project helps provide food during the school year to Jackson County school children that have no food during the weekends.  Thanks for helping to show God's love!
) (
Assignment
April 
6
April 13
April 20
April 27
Liturgist
Dr. Hardman
Alyssa Perry
Greta Tyler
Youth
Greeters
Don & Ollie Harvey
Don & Joan 
Henthorne
Kerry, Jackie, Holly, Tony & Karli Casto
Alyssa & Easton Perry & Brandon Parrish
Acolytes
Kaylee Smith
Michael Turkaly
Gavin Curry
Lauren Bailey
Summer Hartley
Rory Holmes
Wyatt Simon
Jadyn Casto
Infant Nursery
Alyssa Perry
Haley Taylor
Laura Taylor
Janice Stemple
Toddler Nursery
Tonya Gorrell
Erica McVay
Georgia Webb
Monica French
Children’s Church
Lisa Bailey
Paula Knopp
Georgia Webb
Ralph Summers
No Children’s Church
Michelle Rotenberry
Julie Morris
Head Usher
Butch Barnette
David Raines
Don 
Henthorne
Jim Perry
) (
Stewards for 
April
)
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Spring Heights Church Camp
Heather, L.J. and Amy from Spring Heights came and spoke about our Methodist church camp and all the great things they do at camp.  If you are interested in 
attend
ing
 ,
 there are brochures in the church office
.
) (
The 3rd Annual Shoes 4 Strangers 5K & Fun Walk
 will be held Saturday, May 10 at Kanawha State Forest.  This annual event is sponsored by Jeff & Jess 
Isner
 and benefits shelter homes in Charleston. Registration information is available at   
http://shoes4strangers.webs.com/
 and donations of new or gently used shoes will 
collected
 at the church.  
 
) (
  
          Puzzle Ministry
Some
 of you may not be aware that it’s puzzle season. 
Yep, that time of year when it’s too cold to do anything outside, 
yet you don’t feel like doing anything real “productive” inside. 
So….work a puzzle.
Epworth has some puzzles in the 3rd/4th grade Sunday 
School
 
classroom (near Wesley Chapel) next to the food Pantry. 
Stop in and get a puzzle to work.
During your puzzle making, enjoy your quiet time. 
Share some thoughts/prayers with the Lord. 
Say a prayer/blessing over the puzzle when you return it.
Then get another one.
Some people may extend the puzzle season longer 
than the cold-weather months.  And that’s ok too. 
If you have puzzles at home that you don’t want any longer, 
you can ‘recycle’ by donating them to the church. 
So come on….enjoy the Puzzle Ministry…work a puzzle.
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Assignment
May 4
May 11
May 18
May 25
Liturgist
Dr. John Hardman
Lucia Webb
Celia Parrish
Brenda Hunt
Greeters
Danny & 
Jolea
 Martin
Christy & Reva Kelley
Dr. Ali & Carolyn 
Morad
Barbara Conley 
Eleanor Mills
Acolytes
Brock Matson
Luke Matson
Colton Pepper
Chase Pepper
Tori Rotenberry
Kaylee Smith
Jadyn Casto
Zoe Miles
Infant Nursery
Marie McCauley
Susan Curry
Rachel Casto
Volunteer
Toddler Nursery
Alyssa Perry
Kelsea Casto
Lisa Bailey
Haley Taylor
Children’s Church
Erica McVay
Janice Stemple
No Children’s Church
Mike Knopp
Janet Strohl
Beth Miller
Mary Jane Anderson
Head Usher
Hazel Parsons
Larry Parrish
Cookie Gunther
Jim Perry
) (
Stewards for 
May
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LAUREN BAILEY
Parents:  Chuck & Lisa Bailey
Grade:  2nd
Activities I am involved in:  dance, gymnastics, reading and playing with friends
A place I want to visit:  France
Favorite Holiday:  My birthday
Favorite Bible verse:  John 3:16
Favorite thing about youth group:  handchimes
Friends/favorite things:  Ellie, I love school, camping and swimming
Parents:
Grade:
Activities I am involved in:
A place I want to visit:
Favorite Holiday:
Favorite Bible verse:
Favorite thing about youth group:
Friends:
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ZOE MILES
Parents:  Kelsea & Scott Casto
Grade:  3rd
Activities I am involved in:  
gymnastics@Gymfiniti
, Rip. Rockets 4-H
A place I want to visit:  New York City
Favorite Holiday:  Christmas
Favorite Bible verse:  Luke 6:35
Favorite thing about youth group:  ice skating
) (
KYRA WINTER
Parents:  Allen & Monica French and Paul & Nicole 
Shamblin
Grade:  5th
Activities I am involved in:  4-H, Basketball, softball, tennis, & crochet
A place I want to visit:  Tennessee
Favorite Holiday:  Valentine’s Day
Favorite Bible verse:  John 3:16
Favorite thing about youth group:  snacks
Friends
 favorite things:  Destiny, Kirsten, Kayden, Kylee, Lilly and love to swim
) (
GAVIN CURRY
Parents:  Jeff & Susan Curry
Grade: 2nd
Activities I am involved in:  wrestling
A place I want to visit:  Mexico
Favorite Holiday:  Christmas
Favorite Bible verse:  Numbers
Favorite thing about youth group:  snacks
Friends:/favorite things:  Cade 
) (
Meet the KINGS KIDS
)
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ROWAN MORRIS
Parents:  Julie & Barney Morris
Grade:  4th
Activities I am involved in:  gymnastics
A place I want to visit:  
Favorite Holiday:  Valentine’s Day & Easter
Favorite Bible verse:  Ezra 
Favorite thing about youth group:  friends
) (
LUKE MATSON
Parents: Steve & Erin Matson
Grade:  2nd
Activities I am involved in:  Baseball & Basketball
A place I want to visit:  
Loussana
Favorite Holiday:  My birthday
Favorite Bible verse:  Ephesians 4:32
Favorite thing about youth group:  playing with friends
) (
DESTINY RHODES
Parents:  Elizabeth & Seth Rhodes
Grade:  7th
Activities I am involved in:  Love playing outdoors
A place I want to visit:  Hawaii
Favorite Holiday:  Christmas
Favorite Bible verse:  Genesis 1:1
Favorite thing about youth group:  snacks
Friends/favorite things:  Kyra, 
Summer
, & Blake
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BROCK MATSON
Parents:  Steve & Erin Matson
Grade:  4th
Activities I am involved in:  Baseball, basketball & 4-H
A place I want to visit:  Yosemite Park
Favorite Holiday: Christmas
Favorite Bible verse:  John 3:16
Favorite thing about youth group:  snacks
)
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KAYLEE SMITH
Parents:  Wendi Smith and 
Chaed
 Smith
Grade:  3rd
Activities I am involved in:  gymnastics, church youth
,  &
 Sunday school
A place I want to visit:  Disney World, New York, Wash., DC, Paris &  
                                       Hollywood
Favorite Holiday:  4
th
 of July
Favorite Bible verse:  John 3:16
Favorite thing about youth group:  playing the handchimes
Friends/favorite things:  Love crafts, singing, American Girl dolls, 
skiing
        
                             
 
    & 
ice skating
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SUMMER HARTLEY
Parents:  Megan Hartley
Grade:  2nd
Activities I am involved in:  dance & acolyte
A place I want to visit:  Disney World
Favorite Holiday:  Easter
Favorite Bible verse:  God gave up his Son
Favorite thing about youth group:  handchimes
Friends:/favorite things:  American Girl dolls
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ALEC VANCE
Parents:  Brad & Margaret George
Grade:  3rd
Activities I am involved in:  Baseball, basketball & football
A place I want to visit:  China
Favorite Holiday:  Christmas
Favorite Bible verse:  Philippians 4:13
Favorite thing about youth group:  being with friends
) (
TORI ROTENBERRY
Parents:  Todd & Michelle Rotenberry
Grade:  3rd
Activities I am involved in:  Acolyte, dance & gymnastics
A place I want to visit:  New York
Favorite Holiday:  Christmas
Favorite Bible verse:  John 3:16
Favorite thing about youth group:  snacks and friends
Friends/favorite things:  I am 9 and I love Ice skating and gymnastics and American Girl dolls.
)
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General Fund
Donation
s
 made in the memory of Jennings Triplett by: Eleanor Mills, Hazel Parsons & Barbara Conley.
Hazel Parsons in m/o Cindy Jones Parsons & Ted Lee
Compassion Fund 
Vernon & Bobby Fisher in m/o Cindy Jones Parsons
Carrie Newton, David 
Kessel
 & 
Alexy
 
Kessel
 in m/o Jennings Triplett
Memorial Fund
Pat Holbert in m/o Sherwood 
Holbert  &
  in  m/o Jim Pierce 
Donation
s
 made in memory of Jennings Triplett by: Pat Holbert, David & Louise Raines, Don & Joan 
Henthorne
 
Cora Bourgeois & Family in m/o Norma 
Cutlip
Hunter Miller in m/o Michael Austin Miller
Andrew Callers
Donation
s
 made in
 memory of Cindy Jones Parsons 
by: Jim & Polly Hughes & Rob & Judy Fisher
Sanctuary Renovation Fund
John & Cookie Gunther in m/o Al 
Durback
Donation
s
 made in memory of Cindy Jones Parsons by John& Cookey Gunther & Delbert & Lydia Ludwig
Donation made in memory of Jennings Triplett by: Larry & Celia Parsons & Benny & 
Bendra
 Hunt
Donation
s
 made in m/o of (Mother) Beatrice Jones (Aunt) Irene Kelly (Uncle) John Thomas b
y 
Cleta
 Walker
Cleta
 Walker in Honor of Barbara Casto
Delbert & Lydia Ludwig in Honor of John & Cookie Gunther
) (
ENJOY THAT MOVIE?
So many of you enjoyed our recent movie of March 28 (as well as the delicious hot dogs & snacks) that we decided we’d better announce our next one so that you can schedule it on your calendars!  The date is April 25 and it looks to be another family favorite that all will enjoy seeing.  Hey, the sound is great, the picture’s great, 
the
 company’s great, the snacks are great, & the price is right.                                                                         What more could you ask?
Details to come…April 25
th
…write it down!
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HELP OUR TREASURER
Ever think that you could assist a treasurer?  Well, you certainly can and all it takes is one little key ingredient from you as you submit bills that our church treasurer, Ron Batten, will then pay.  That little ingredient is a code account number or account name so our treasurer won’t have to play, the “Whatever Shall I Charge it to?” game that he must play if you submit a bill without that code.  It takes so little to make him happy, so make his day!
) (
With Sympathy
Our love and sympathy is extended to:
The family and friends of 
Cindy Jones Parsons
)[image: ][image: ] (
MEMORIAL REPORT
)
[image: Cross & Flame] (
You will find a Bake sale, Book Sale and Silent Auction.
Come join us in supporting Ebenezer Community Outreach Center, Huntington and the Greater Clarksburg Cooperative Parish.
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There will be games, food, entertainment, and lots of fun to be had by young and old.
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Little Kanawha District
Celebration Carnival for Missions
Saturday April 12, 2014
10am-2pm
Epworth UMC, Ripley
                  
There will be games, food, entertainment, and lots of fun to be had by young and old.
             
You will find a Bake sale, Book Sale and Silent Auction.
Come join us in supporting Ebenezer Community Outreach Center, Huntington and the Greater Clarksburg Cooperative Parish.
 
 
 
 
)
 (
             
JCMA LENTEN LUNCHEON SERIES
      
Each Wednesday during Lent
                
Worship at noon
                 
Lunch at 12:30
            
Calvary U
 
M Church
Wednesday March 5
 Charles Hicks
Wednesday March 12       
    
 
       
Debbie Higginbotham
Wednesday March 19
  
             
Kristopher Powell
Wednesday March 26         
           
Sue Cross
Wednesday April 2
  
       
Frank Cunningham
Wednesday April 9
 
       
 Jack Miller
Wednesday April 16
  
       
Terry Deane
Free and open to everyone.  There will be a freewill offering to benefit the ministries of the Jackson County Ministerial Association.
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EASTER EGG HUNT- 
The
 Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be on Sunday, April 13
th
 (Palm Sunday) immediately after church upstairs.  Plastic Eggs will 
NOT
 be needed this year.  Please bring in individually wrapped candy (small enough to fit in your standard sized 
easter
 egg) by April 8
th
 and leave in the box in the narthex.  We will also be serving cookies and juice/milk to all in attendance.  If you can bring in some cookies or drink please text Beth to 532-7503 or sign up in the narthex or Adult Sunday School Classes as to what you might be able to supply.  Thanks.
)[image: ][image: ] (
Due to the wild winter, our youth groups have had trouble "gaining traction" (see what I did there?).  Hopefully with spring at hand, we'll be able to finish with a flourish.  After delays, we were able to take the youth 
groups
 ice skating recently.  I'm happy to report there were no injuries!  We're also wrapping up the spring session for Centershot.  Centershot would not run so smoothly if not for the hard work of Frank and Janet Strohl.  When you see them, be sure to thank them for all they do.  For those attending the Casting Crowns concert in May, tickets have been purchased.  If you have not paid for them or picked them up, please see Paula in the office.  All youth Sunday 
School
 classes are beginning Sunday services with a little "Terry Time" in the Sanctuary (or at least that's what I'm calling it in my head until she tells me to stop).  The children will enjoy a song, prayer, and brief message promptly at 9:45 every Sunday.  Check it out!  Even though we're months away from VBS, planning has begun (we're always planning for VBS, haven't you noticed?).  Be on the lookout for more on that later!
 
)[image: ]
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Renovation Project Starts!!!
A new day at Epworth is here! Sing praises to the Lord. Lenten weeks of preparation finish and we celebrate Easter with happy hearts. The week after Easter, we begin improvements to our beautiful sanctuary. Choral sounds will surround the altar as choir and congregation now face each other and the cross. The pastor or other presenters may stretch closer to listeners on an extended stair step. Persons arriving on wheels may ease into general seating. All will find pew access improved. Bright colors of welcome from new choir chairs and carpet will speak to members and guests who gather to worship God at Epworth.
Soon new sounds and sights will resonate and reflect Biblical messages as improved audio and video plans come to completion. 
For several years, sanctuary improvements to increase choral effect and audio/visual production have been considered, planned and replanned. When finances were less of a problem, Epworth contemplated a building project with a $150,000 budget and major reworking of walls.
Last December the Church Council appointed an Ad Hoc Committee to rethink plans for the same purpose. New plans have been presented to the congregation and approved by Council and Trustees with 
an estimated budget under $5
0,000. Approximately half of that amount is already pledged or on hand enabling us to go ahead with chancel, carpet and sanctuary improvements. No major structural reworking is planned. Next step will be audio/visual.
A measure of our special gifts towards funding goals stands at the front of the sanctuary to indicate progress in raising funds for this special project. Your gifts may be tagged “
Renovation
 Project.” Pledges and new gifts may be paid at any time. We thank you for what you are going to do and praise God for his unending gifts to all of us. 
) (
There will be no unit meeting in April, but we will be providing the meal for the April 16
th
 Lenten Luncheon at Calvary UMC.
In May we will be dinner guest of First UMC in Ravenswood.  No date has been announced as of yet.
Spiritual Growth Retreat will be at Cedar Lakes on April 3-4 and April 5-6.                                                                                                 Contact Janie Skeen for more information.
Booklets for 2014 may be picked up from your Circle chairman or from Paula in the office. This year you will receive only the pages that have been changed.
)[image: ] (
     
2014 
Parker Anderson
Davisson Flint
Hunter Miller
Chris Whyte
) (
We will once again be doing a 
Summer
 newsletter that will include, June, July & August. Please 
email
 your info or articles to the church office by May 15
th
.  Thanks!
office@epworthumcripley.org
.  
) (
FRIENDSHIP
CIRCLE
The Friendship Circle will have their April meeting on the 14
th
 at the home of Pat Hilbert @ 1pm
)[image: ] (
Rose Circle
 will be meeting on April 14 and in the Church Parlor.
We will also be providing the program following the Palm Sunday dinner.  
)[image: ]
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College Care Packages
:
  
It’s that time again!  We will be providing care packages for our college students.  We will assemble approximately 26 packages to be mailed out on Monday, April 14
th
.  If you would like to be part of this ministry by providing a MONETARY donation and /or INSPIRATIONAL or MOTIVATIONAL message, please place donation or message in the church office by Sunday, April 13
th
.  I am asking of monetary donations so that I will have enough items to put in 26 care packages, packages will be similar, and items will fit in boxes.  This ministry has been such a success and very much appreciated by our college students.  Thank you so much for your continued support and generosity!
Any questions call 
Raigan
 Whyte at 304-377-1140
) (
              
EASTER FLOWERS
Please complete the information below to place an Easter flower dedication order. 
This year we are purchasing 10” hanging baskets.
The price is $9.00 per pot. 
Please make checks payable to Epworth Flower Fund and give or mail to 
MarySue
 Cain or Sara 
Birthisel
, 506 ½ West Main Street, Ripley, WV  25271
PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING:
Please place your order as soon as possible.  The deadline for orders will be 
April 6
.
Please type or print legibly and be sure to indicate if the dedication is 
“In Honor of”
 or 
“In Memory of”
.  
Name: 
__________________________________________
Address:
 _________________________________________
Phone number
: __________________________________
Number of flowers ordered: 
___________________
Bulletin dedication:
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
)[image: ][image: MC900331168[1]]
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Workshop of Wonders:  Imagine and Build with God!  Your children af
t
er a high energy opening assembly at the wonder workshop where you will meet our mascot for the 
week,
 Rivet. The Visioneers will make their way to the Bible Nook where Interactive Bible Lessons reveal five wonder words for following God’s blueprint for our lives and your children will discover vision verses, bible memory verses that will build their faith long after VBS.
The children will expand on what they’ve discovered by participating in a variety of activities:  Making their own art projects at the Crafts Lab, singing new music at the Song Studio, exploring science activities at Science Station, participating in recreational activities at the Game 
Garade
, and enjoying tasty snacks at the Snack Stop. The whole week our children and adults will earn tickets that will be turned in on Friday night at our end of week VBS carnival in the back parking lot at the church.  This year we are even offering an adult class taught by Rev. Deane.  
Gear up! Join us here from Sunday, July 27 through Thursday, July 31 from 6-8:30 p.m. We will offer something from 3 years-Adult and hope to see everyone here.
In order for our VBS to WOW you we are in need of several items you might be able to find around your home as listed below.  If you find the items please gather them up and bring them as soon as you can and leave them on the stage in the fellowship hall (upstairs).  The items needed are as follows:
) (
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
2014
)[image: ] (
Thanks to everyo
ne who supports and attends this wonderful week.
 
Beth Miller
MaryJane
 Anderson
VBS Directors
) (
Cardboard(
all sizes)
play tools
mini white lights
Hardhats
large boxes
kids 
blocks(
all sizes)
Colorful sheets
old 45 records
art easels
Metal paint cans
              
tool belts
wooden frames
Tackle boxes
shoe boxes
empty spools
Cardboard tubes
              
colorful baskets
dress up clothes
Kites
pvc
 pipe
              
sand buckets/shovels
Mini colored Christmas lights
stuffed animals
legos
Ice cream cylinders
Lincoln logs
wooden barrels
Colorful laundry baskets
              
colorful fabrics
nuts/bolts
Diff sizes glass containers
saw horses
old file boxes
Old paint chips from paint stores
              
galvanized buckets
safety cones
Duplo blocks
butterfly/insect nets
buttons
Metal 
washers(
all sizes)
empty pringles cans
lg
 plastic coffee cans
Large plastic round bulk food containers
                                           
metal cans (all sizes)
Gears (all sizes)
                                           
old paintbrushes (can have 
paint  on
 them)
   
)[image: ]
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“What is a Choir Member?”
Ever remember seeing or buying a greeting card that says, “What is a Sister?”  How about, “What is a Son?”  Then there’s, “What is a Parent?”  “
a
 Daughter?”  “
a
 Grandchild?”  “
a
 Friend?”   You get the idea.  Just think of it.  The possibilities are endless.  “What is a Paper Clip?”  “
a
 Plumber?”  “
a  Car
?”  “
a
 
Rhinosceros
?”  “
a
 Corn Flake?”  
And on and on and on.
  Assuredly, whoever thought that one up made enough to send all the kids & grandkids to college!
Now, undoubtedly there are some very heartfelt cards with their associated poems that bring a lot of us to tears.  I know I certainly have received (or even, bought) some of them myself.  But, have you ever seen one that says, “What is a Choir Member?”  Nope.  Me either!  So, with that in mind, let’s explore this a little further.
What exactly would make up a definition for a choir member?  Wouldn’t you think that they must be persons who like to sing?  Must they enjoy what they are doing? (Should they wear a smile?)   Should they be experienced?  (After all, how can one sing if one has never…well, you know…sung?  Now, should they be ‘on call’ and available whenever the occasion demands?  Should we have an age limit or other parameters to set?  (Remember, we can’t be too careful nowadays!)  Then, there’s the remuneration they would be bound to expect, don’t you think?   You know, nobody does anything for free anymore!  Whatever!  We could decide all these things at the interview & 
audition,
 couldn’t we?   
Interview??
  Audition???  Say what???  
Let’s look back and borrow a few ideas from a newsletter article way back in 2005 when we were looking for not just 
any
 choir members, but, Epworth Choir Members!  We noted that they must love to sing.  They must be available at strange hours (11:00 a.m. 
on  Sundays
 & 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays).  They need have no experience.  Also, they would need no great ability.  We promised that there would be no age, size, or color discrimination.  And they definitely must love to have fun at rehearsals.  There certainly would be no lifetime commitment and no interview or audition necessary!  Then, there’s the biggie!  Are you ready for this?  Pay would have to be given later.  Much later!  In Heavenly Rewards, no less!!
And you know what?  We looked around and found that all of our current Epworth Choir Members fit the definition of a choir member already!  Not only did and do 
they fulfill
 our sought-after definition, but they even expand upon it!  They love to sing the Praises of their Lord.  They sing with joy and love no matter what experience they bring or don’t bring to our group. So, if we were again to ask the question, “What is a Choir Member?” we would have to look no further!  They are right here at Epworth!!!  Wouldn’t you like to join us too?
Grace &
 Peace,
Joyce Lawhon
Chancel Choir Director
)
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