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APRIL/May   2015
) (
Epworth Messenger
)
 (
Dinner
 will be March 29
th
 @ 6pm in the FC.  Please bring a covered dish and your place settings, the church will provide the meat and rolls.  Kings Kids will have a program following the dinner.
) (
Save the Date!
) (
APRIL/MAY 2015
) (
March 30-April 3
:  Maundy Thursday Service @ 7
pm
April 10-11
:
 CEOS Quilt Show
April 19
:  Sunday School Social
                 9:30am
May 3:  Praise Service
 @ 7pm
          
May 16:  
Bunko Night @ 7pm
June 28
:
  Church Picnic @ 12:30 Parchment Valley Conf. Center  
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JCMA LENTEN 
LUNCHEON SERIES
           March 30 thru April 3
                
Worship at noon
                 
Lunch at 12:30
            Epworth UM Church
Monday, March 30
 
 
Teresa Deane
Tuesday, March 31
       
    
 
             Frank Cunningham
Wednesday
, April 1
 
  
              Matt Ash
Thursday, April 2
         
                   Kris Powell
         Friday, April 3
                Charles Hicks
Free and open to everyone.  There will be a freewill offering to benefit the ministries of the Jackson County Ministe
rial Association.
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MAY PRAISE SERVICE
Epworth UMC
May 17
 @ 7pm
) (
Inside Newsletter
) (
Stewards for April/May
Kwire Korner
Birthday Calendars
UMW News
Memorial Report
VBS
Circle News
) (
Open Hearts, Open Minds, 
Open Doors
) (
Epworth 
Messenger
) (
the
)
 (
Dear Epworth Church Family and Friends,
Here we are, at the beginning of Holy Week, remembering Jesus
’
 entry into the Holy City of Jerusalem, and the events recorded in the Bible about the last week of his life:  the conversations, the visits to the Temple, the gathering in the Upper Room, prayers in the garden at Gethsemane, Jesus’ arrest, trial, convicti
on, and then the ultimate sacrifice of his death on the Cross. We will gather at noon every day during Holy Week, with our friends from other local churches in the Jackson County Ministerial Association, to listen to these sacred stories about Jesus, and o
n Good Friday our church will again host an all-day Prayer Vigil to commemorate his death.  We Christians are Easter People, living in the aftermath of God’s powerful resurrection of Jesus on the third day after his death, and the pouring out of the Holy S
pirit upon the community of believers on the Day of Pentecost. Many of the worship events of the coming months celebrate the new reality of life after Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension to Heaven.  Our study groups and Sunday School classes, our fel
lowship meals and mission projects,  all of these are ultimately powered by our abiding faith in the new life offered to us by Jesus.   We are the Church because he is the Christ.  
I am rejoicing in the many ways God blesses us, and feeling the call of G
od to take our blessings and pass them on.  We live in a world where there is much trouble, with wars, terrorism, famine, disease, and loss around us.  But it is also a world that God loves passionately:  John 3: 17 says that God sent his son into the worl
d, not to condemn the world, but that the world through him might be saved.  If God loves and sustains this earth and its people, surely God calls us to do the same.  A group from Epworth met at Cedar Lakes in March to pray, study, and move forward with ou
r Ministry Action Plan.  We wanted to generate some new ways we can reach people with God’s love, ways we could build community and help each other, ways to grow and serve as followers of Christ.  The summary of our MAP is within this newsletter, along wit
h a request for YOU to share your ideas, vision, hopes, and needs with others from the church.  There are so many good things we could do, so many ways we could serve.  Let’s move forward with prayer and faith, confident in God’s promises and God’s faithfu
lness.  
“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me,”  the apostle Paul writes in Philippians 4:13.  We are not left on our own, to try without hope of success.  Instead, God works with us and through us to take what we have and bless and mult
iply it, strengthening the Church and each of us as needed.  The future is as bright as the first light on Easter morning, and we are so blessed to be a part of it.  Let us never grow tired of doing good!
Love,
Terry
) (
Message from Rev. Deane
.  
)
 (
    
Finance Committee
 will have a meeting on April 14
th
 in the Inner Circle room @ 7pm
    
Social Life Committee
 will have a meeting on April 20
th
 in the Parlor @ 6pm
) (
www.epworthumcripley.org 
contains updated information about our church activities as
 well as links to district and statewide events in the United Methodist Church.  Check it out!  
C
ontact webmaster Ralph Summers if you’d like to add info or update the events list. Ralph’s # is 304-440-0089 or you can reach him via email at 
rhsummers2@gmail.com
.
Upcoming 
Special Sundays with offering that we observe at Epworth :  Native American Awareness Sunday  April
  19th
 and Peace with Justice Sunday  May 
31st 
Updat
es for your church directory:  
Mike & Ritta 
Casdorph, 94 Dogwood Lane, Kenna, WV  25248
Justin & Tara Green, 553 Highplains Drive, Ripley
Jim & Anna Batten, 2185 Grasslick Road, Ripley
Kevin & Paula Casto, 219 King Drive, Evans, WV  25241
Shane & Rachel Casto, P O Box 529, Ripley
Frank & Janet Stroh
l, 110 Clubhouse Drive, Evans, WV  25241
Barb Casto, 357 Third Avenue, Ripley
Larry Chew & Dannette Lowry
, 
399 St. Andre Drive, 
Valparaiso, IN 46383
 
Susan Bryant Fisher, 308 JK LN, K
enna, WV  25248 
If you have moved or had a 911 address
 change since the last church directory, please email your new address to the church office. 
The Sunday School needs you!!!!   Epworth is blessed with lots of children in worship, and often these same sweet kids show up for Sunday school, but we are shor
t on teachers who can fill in for the preschool-2nd grade class, and sometimes for other classes.  Email the pastor or SS superintendent if you would be on a substitute teacher list, or a short-term teacher list (maybe for a couple weeks when one of the “r
egulars” takes a vacation).  Thanks to those folks at the Retreat who 
have already agreed to serve!
Training in Epworth’s Child Protection Standards (“safe sanctuary”) is required for those volunteers and staff who work regularly with children and youth. 
 Contact the pastor or church office to register for in-house or online training.
Mother’s Day will be here before you know it!  It’s not too early to start creating your award-winning entry for the Annual Mother’s Day Hat Contest!  Then come to church on
 May 10th with all your family and friends to cheer you on, as you dazzle us with your style. Prizes for most beautiful, most creative, and funniest hat.
Celebration of Mission Event for the Little Kanawha District is on Saturday April 25th at South Parke
rsburg UMC, 9-2.  
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Brownies – Bagged or Wrapped 

 
$0.35 each 

 
3/$1.00 
 
Candy 

 
$0.25 each 
 
) (
Cupcakes/Muffins 

 
$0.50 each 
Bread 

 
Whole loaves $2.50 

 
Mini loaves $1.50 
Rolls – Bagged 

 
6/$1.50 

 
12/$3.00 
Jelly 

 
½ pint $3.00 
) (
COME Bake Sale Packaging Info 
 
Cakes – 

 
Whole Round  $8.00 to $10.00 

 
Pan (9x13) $10.00 

 
Piece $1.50 
 
Pies 

 
8 to 10”  $10.00 

 
6”   $8.00 
 
Cookies in 
baggies 

 
3/$0.50 2

 
6/$1.00 

 
12/$2.00 
 
 
 
)
 (
Rose Circle
 will be meeting on April 13 and in the Church Parlor.
) (
With Sympathy
Our love and sympathy is extended to:
The family and friends of 
Dorothy Fields
Peggy Presley
) (
We will once again be doing a Summer newsletter that will include, June, July & August. Please 
email
 your info or articles to the church office by May 15
th
.  Thanks!
office@epworthumcripley.org
.  
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FRIENDSHIP
CIRCLE
will have their April 13
th
 meeting at the home of  Sara Moore @ 1pm
) (
Assignment
May 3
May 10
May 17
May 24
May 31
Liturgist
Janet McCauley
Lucia Webb
& Children
Hazel Parsons
Joan Henthorne
Youth
Greeters
Rob & Judy Fisher
Mike, 
Kathy-Jo, Julianne & Clarissa Knopp
Barbara Conley Eleanor Mills
Christy Kelley
Reva Kelley
Ed, Sherrie, Katie & Grace Moore
Acolytes
Rory Holmes
Kaylee Smith
Summer Hartley
Lily Gorrell
Luke Matson
Brock Matson
Gavin Curry
Wyatt Simon
Tori Rotenberry
Lauren Bailey
Infant Nursery
Laura Taylor
Mike Webb
Pamela Johnson
Donna Felty
Kelsey Casto
Toddler Nursery
Justin & Tara Green
Kevin Brier
Ben Morris
Missy & Trevor  
Kessell
Shelley & Brandon Thomas
Krista Bratton
Joey Lafferty
Head Usher
Hazel 
Parsons
Don Henthorne
Sherrie Moore
Larry Lokant
Louise Raines
) (
Assignment
April 
5
April 12
April 19
April 26
Liturgist
Bea Isner
Jo Ellen Nicholson
Teresa Carmichael
Alyssa Perry
Greeters
Chuck, Lisa, Caleb & Lauren Bailey
Tyler, Marie, Ian & 
Mickey McCauley
Joyce Board 
Suzy McGinley
Don & Joan Henthorne
Acolytes
Kaylee Smith
Tori Rotenberry
Lauren Bailey
Rory Holmes
Chase Pepper
Colton Pepper
Wyatt Simon
Gavin Curry
Infant Nursery
Jadyn Simon
Susan Curry
Michelle Rotenberry
Mady Frashier
Toddler Nursery
Tonya Gorrell
Mary Sue Cain
Hamilton & Kelly Rake
Georgia Webb
Kelsea Casto
Sharon Turkaly
Michael Turkaly
Head Usher
Butch Barnette
Keith Rake
Shelia Lokant
David Raines
) (
     2015 
Michael Turkaly
Jadyn Casto
) (
 
Stewards for 
April
)[image: ] (
Stewards for 
May
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United Methodist Women have welcomed Spring with plans for many projects. March 2 saw us as guests of Calvary UMW for a delightful dinner and Call to Prayer and Self-Denial.program. Brenda Hunt was 
co-chairman for that event.
Helen Casto, Joyce Board and Polly Hughes attended the Little Kanawha District meeting on March 14 at Washington UMC. Our unit received a citation for meeting all of the goals in 2014.
We will be the hosts for the first of the H
oly Week luncheons at our church. Our members are preparing to serve baked spaghetti, salad and bread, and the ladies of Cottageville will bring desserts.
There will be no meeting in April because of Easter activities.
Please plan to attend the dinner on M
ay 4 at 6 p.m. when we will entertain all the UMW members of Jackson County. Naturally, you will be asked to prepare a dish assigned by your circle. If you are not a member of any circle, please bring either a salad or a vegetable. We will call to remind y
ou as we approach the first of May. We are excited that our speaker will be Ms. Shay Niland, the director of Scott's Run Settlement House. We are asking that everyone bring something for her to take back to her mission. Items most needed are diapers, s
ize 
3 and up, and any personal hygiene
 products suc
h as toothpaste, deodorant and t
oothbrushes. The evening should be outstanding.
The annual conference Spiritual Growth Retreat is at Cedar Lakes on April 9-10 and 11-12. Polly Hughes has registration forms. Th
e Rev. Dr. Randy Flanagan will be the speaker.
The Executive Committee will meet of Tuesday, April 21 in the parlor at 1 p.m.
)[image: ] (
General Fund
Donations made in m/o of Lisa Smolder by Hazel Parsons
, Jim & Polly Hughes, Mike & Rachel 
Tillinghast, Benny & Brenda Hunt and Jim & Jennie Frashier
Donations m
ade in m/o of Peggy Presley by Hazel Parsons, 
Jim & Polly Hu
ghes, Donzel & Patona Whiting 
and Jim & Jennie Fras
hier
, Don & Joan Henthorne
Donation made in m/o of Ted Lee by Hazel Parsons
Donation made in Honor of Carolyn Rader by Eleanor Mills
Donation made in Honor of Jim Batten by Eleanor Mills
Memorial Fund
Donations made in m/o of Lisa Smolder by Keith & Jill Rake and Donzel & Patona Whiting
Donations made in m/o Austin Miller by Don
zel & Patona Whiting
Donation made in m/o of my Dad by Cleta Walker
Compassion Fund
Donations made in m/o of Lisa Smolder by Teresa Carmichael and Barbara Conley
Donation made in Honor of   Dorothy Roberts   by Bobby Goff for the Food Pantry
Donations mad
e in m/o Peggy Presley by Vernon & Bobby Fisher and Lynn & Janet McCauley
Sanctuary Sound system
Donation made in m/o of Lisa Smolder by John & Cookie Gunther
Donation made in m/o Peggy Presley by Eleanor Mills
Donations made in m/o Guy Eddie Landfried by
 John & Cookie Gunther
Centershot
Donation made in m/of Peggy Presley by   Delbert   & Lydia Ludwig
VBS
Donation made in Honor of Dave Looney by Dr. Ali & Carolyn Morad
Andrew Callers
  
Donations made in m/o Lisa Smol
der by Delbert &
 Lydia Ludwig, Danny & Jolea Martin and Ed Smolder
) (
MEMORIAL REPORT
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SRINGCLASSES
Tuesday, April 21 thru Tuesday, May 12, 2014
5:30 P.M. TO 8:30 P. M.
PARTICIPANT:
Last Name:__________________________________First
 Name:__________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________________________
__
City:____________________________State:_____________________Zip Code:_____________________
Home Phone:_
________________________Cell Phone:_________________________________________
Gender:  Male_______Female:_______Date of Birth:____________________Age:__________________
PARTICIPANT CONTACT INFORMATION:
Parent/Guardian Name:_______________________________
___________________________________
Parent E-Mail Address:  __________________________________________________________________
Daytime Phone:__________________________Night Time Phone:_______________________________
Group: (such as Boy Scouts or Church)
______________________________________________________
  
MEDICAL INFORMATION:
Any medical condition that we should be aware of?___________________________________________
Any food allergies?_______________________________________________________________
_______
Emergency Contact Information:___________________________________________________________
In the event of a medical or dental emergency and you cannot reach me, I give my permission for you 
to seek medical attention for my child.  
(signature) 
_
___________________________________________
The Centershot events may be filmed or photographed for public view in Epworth’s newsletter or website.
Please initial this box giving us permission to publish your child’s image.
*You will be assigned to a 
team and will be notified the time you need to arrive.
 This program includes a devotional time. If you have questions call the Church Office @ 304-372-3493.                                                               
*Return this form to the church of
fice.
) (
EPWORTH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH CENTERSHOT ARCHERY PROGRAM
REGISTRATION FORM
)
 (
MOTHERS DAY HAT CONTEST 
Is Sunday 
the 10
th
.  Wear your favorite bonnet and join in on the fun.
Prizes will be awarded.
)[image: ] (
" While you are cleaning out closets and garages this spring, remember to box up your stuff for the Epworth Yard Sale
which 
will be Thursday, July 16, and Friday, 
July
 17.  Donations must be at the Center on July 13 and 14.  "
 
) (
What’s our M.A.P. (Ministry Action Plan) for the future?
  Twenty-one of us met at Cedar Lakes in mid-March to assess where we’ve come from and to engage in study, prayer, and discernment to th
ink about what next steps we can take to fulfill our mission of making disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  We looked at five years’ worth of past plans, saw what we’ve done, and talked about where God is leading us now. It was 
a great day!
 
Short term
 goals that were identified include the creation of some communication tools: “needs” lists for the food pantry and for funding of special projects, a list of upcoming Special Sundays with offerings, a take-away list or packet for 
visitors, a periodic update /insert for our church directory with new members and changes of address, and a “miss you”/inactive list generated in small groups and Sunday School classes, so cards can be sent out to those we haven’t seen in a while.  We want
 to strengthen our web presence as a way of reaching out to younger people, too.  
For worship, we want to be more intentional about everyone welcoming visitors among us.  We’d like more handshakes and some hymn sings, and a regular challenge to members to
 invite others. We also hope that our kids can sing more, and bring our puppets back to the front of the sanctuary at least every few weeks. In terms of spiritual growth and Christian Education, we need a “substitute teacher” list for our SS department, sh
ort-term fill ins for times when our teachers are on vacation or sick, and we’d like to start a mentoring program where long-time members share their wisdom with new Christians.  We intend that all our volunteers with youth and children have on-going train
ing in child protection standards, so we can continue to offer a safe and friendly environment for kids.
It will take a little bit longer to do some of the items on our plan:  we want to look at more small group ministries, targeted for young parents, for
 example, and for those who are dealing with grief and loss.  We’d like to start a men’s group and engage in more hands-on mission projects with our youth. We also hope to move forward in our exploring of how more audio-visual equipment would enhance our w
orship, especially for young people.  We want to recruit people with skills in using these kinds of equipment, too.  We want to give a face-lift to some of the areas of our church, with a bit of paint and some new pictures.  We also hope to create some in-
house devotional books, maybe using “favorite Bible verses” as a starting point.  
 
So many possibilities!  And some of you who weren’t with us at Cedar Lakes have other ideas and needs, too.  Please be willing to share your vision, hopes, and dreams for 
Epworth in the small groups where you meet, and with the Pastor and staff.  As the Bible says, “ so then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for those of the family of faith.”  (Galatians 6:10, NRSV)  We are th
e Epworth family, and we have Kingdom work to do!
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G FORCE VBS COMING TO EPWORTH SUMMER 2015
Move, Act, Care, Follow, and Share at G Force: God’s Love in Action Vacation Bible School.  Young people will explore and experience serving God and others with active love!  The fun begins Sunday, July 26 and ends Thursday, July 30 from 6-8:30 p.m. here a
t Epworth.  Classes for 3 years-5
th
 grade (completed).  We will have a Fun Festival on Friday night July 31 from 6-7:30 p.m. (if weather does not permit the Fun Fest will be held in the Fellowship Center).  
The adventure includes music that will energize
 your ears, interactive Bible Fun, super science projects, cool crafts, hands on mission work, delicious snacks, great games and more.  Invite all your friends and mark the dates on the calendar because as always you will not want to miss this week but bef
ore we can enjoy the fun we need you to look around your house, garage, office, etc for some things that will get our VBS in action.  The following items are needed:
Mini white/colored Christmas lights
old hubcaps
Appliance boxes
hula hoops
Bicycle
s
newspapers
Scooters
coffee/oatmeal containers
Pogo Sticks
empty 2 liter soda bottles
Skateboards
empty water bottles
Surfboards
toilet paper tubes
Helmets
large world map
Knee pads
shingles from roof
Old tires
jar lids
Old bike rims
wrapping paper tubes
Running shoes
boxes
Roller skates
tennis rackets/tennis balls
Safety Cones
Ice Skates
Road signs
Ball Caps
Sports jerseys
Sports equipment
Recycled Car Tags
Matchbox ca
rs, planes, trains
If you have any of the above items please start bringing them in and put them on the stage in the fellowship hall (upstairs).  Your help would be most appreciated.
Beth Miller
MaryJane Anderson
)
 (
Is “Service” Really All That Big a Deal?
Rev. Deane has been talking for the past few weeks about Lenten Disciplines.  As I write this, the discipline for this week is service.  I began to think 
about that word—service—and just what it might entail.  Have you ever looked that term up in the dictionary?  Whoa!!  How would this ever apply to a Lenten Discipline?  In the dictionary was found: service--a branch of the armed forces; the act of serving 
food; a set of articles used in serving; any religious ceremony; a system of providing people with some utility (water, gas, etc.); friendly help; the occupation of a servant, etc.  Well, that sure was no help. Let’s go another direction.
So, let’s thin
k about it now! Should we maybe use something a little closer to what we’re really talking about?  Weren’t there many references to serving/service in the Bible?  Perhaps we should look there.  Looking through the Old Testament, there is reference after re
ference in almost every book about service to the Lord!  Why, in Exodus 35:19, Moses was giving instructions from the Lord for “holy vestments for the priest, Aaron, and the vestments of his sons, for their service as priests.”  The priests were giving/ser
ving, right?
In a meeting recently, several of us discussed how Martha in the New Testament, had always been about her Lord’s work by serving others & always seeing that the necessary tasks were done.   And what about when Jesus was tempted by the Devil
?  What did Jesus tell him?  In Matthew 4:10, He reminded him of what had been written, ‘“Worship the Lord your God, and serve only Him.’”  I think we’re headed in the right direction!
But, that was a couple thousand years ago, wasn’t it?  Let’s get real
!!  This is 2015!  Are there opportunities for service now--today?  And, what about right here in our local church, in Ripley?  Folks are really busy, you know!  There would really have to be a real need!  Well, in looking at our various classes that need 
teachers, committees who serve others in difficult life circumstances with few members to help, church repairs that need volunteer help, kitchen help when there are dinners, sound system operators when no one is there, and yes, musicians to sing and play t
heir instruments all in praise to the Lord (you knew I had to add that last one, didn’t you?), it just seems like there is plenty of need for everyone to do something in service to the Lord.  Just maybe we have finally hit upon what the term service is all
 about!  And, at this time of year when we think of giving of ourselves in response to the One who gave His very life for us, it certainly seems like it’s the time!  No matter the age or sex, there is always a way and a need for every single one of us to s
erve in any capacity, large or small.  Let’s make room in our very busy lives to serve our Lord and Master.  It is that big a deal!!
Grace and Peace,
Joyce Lawhon
Chancel Choir Director
)
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EPWORTH UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH
) (
Pastor:                     Reverend Teresa Deane
Office Phone:          304-372-3493
Office Hours:          Tues. thru Friday 9am to 12pm
Pastors Cell:            1-304-380-6813
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299 North
 Church Street
Ripley
, 
WV
25271
) (
Epworth United Methodist Church
) (
Sunday School                  Sunday
             
  
 9:45 am
Worship                          
  Sunday
             
 
11:00 am
Youth Group
s                  Sunday                6:00 pm
Muffins and Mor
e           Tuesday             
10:00 am
Handbells
       Wednesday          5:30 pm
Chancel Choir    
             Wednesday          
7:00
 
pm
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